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The New York Child Welfare

Exhibit to Open Next

Week.

RESULTS OF 2 YEARS WORK

The Most Complete Picture Ever

Given of the Life of a

City Child.

Next week at the Seventy-fir- st Regl-me- nt

Armory, at Thirty-fourt- h street
and Park avenue, New Yorker will have,
the chance to see. a remarkable exhibition.
It will be the most complete showing ever
attempted of the life of a city child,

Its official title Is the New York Child
Welfare Exhibit. It will continue from
January 18 to February 12 and will occupy
all of the 43,(X square feet of floor space
in the armory. Week days it will be open
from 10 A. M. to 10 1'. M and on Sundays
from 3 to 10 P M

With the exception of two days in eacli
week It will be absolutely free. Mondays
and Thursdays an ndmission of 15 cents
t ill bo charged, not for tho purpose of
making money but in order that persons
wishing to make n study of the exhibition
may do so unhampered by crowds.

Probably no enterprise of n similar
nature has been able to show so repre-
sentative a list of committee name. The
elwlrman of the executive committee I

John Sherman Hoyt The chairman of
the women's committee is Mrs J. florden
Harrlman. On the general committee
are such men and women as President
Butler of Columbia University, Chan-
cellor MacCracken. Krederic H. Coudert,
Gilbert Colgate, Cleveland H Dodge.
Robert W de Forest, R Fulton Cutting,
William Jay SchiefTelln. William Fellowes
Morgan, ERA .Seligman. John H Fin-le- y,

MUa Helen M Could and Mrs James
Terry Gardiner

The exhibition committee has William
Ci McAdoo for its chairman and Includes
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BY LOUIS POTTER.
Child Welfare Exhibit.

JKSag

It is estimated by the Investigator? that
probably at least $00 of these children
had an entirely inadequate meal. The I

dependence on coflee, which is clashed
by expert as an actual poison for growing
children, is almost universal. Among
these l.tno children 500 were found to use
I'nii.i nna n rim finlt" 1(11 ntlti.ru ttu.wt It

twice n day and 170 three times a day
Out of another group, of .',109 children

5S per cent, drank coffee and 1 per cent
drank milk. In'.'in cascsof malnutrition
17.i hurl te.i fir (VifTeo. penor.tllv rnfTee.
once a day and 25 had it two or throe '

times a day, leaving only in out of the
210 children who did not drink it nt all

Some of those children go to school hun-
gry. Were it not for the free luncheon
given them by the city they would go home
hungry too. In many of the homes there
is nothing for luncheon, and in many
others the mother goes out to work nnd
there is rto one to prepare a meal. In
ono school alono there were 200 children
who had no one at home to get lunch for
them at noon Out of 25)4 families no

had no prepared luncheon.
Many of these children who 'are so

inadequately supplied with tho food
they need are just as short of the other ,

great requisite of the growing child, sleep I

Among tho questions sent to the public
schools to bo answered by th children
wero tho following:

KIWA H
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1. What do you do when you go home from school?
2. How long rto ynu have for play?
.1. How lone do you have to study your lessons?
4 Do you belong to any library!
a. How many books have you read this term'
ft. What newspapers rto you read In your home'
7. What time rto you get up In .the morning?
A. What time rto you go to bed at night?

Here are the facts as shown In tho replies
of seven little girls from ono class. Only
one of them was over 10 years old. Six
of them worked at tying feathers, that
Is, making willow plumes, after school
One, at welve.year-old- , sowed buttons and
made buttonholes on, babies' dresses,
receiving live cents a dozen for the work.
Ab for play, three of the seven calmly
say that they have no time to play, ono
has an hour, two have half un hour nnd
ono says "after I havo finished ono feather
I can play on tho street."

Four havo half an hour for study, two
havo nn hour and ono has "ono minute."
Not ono of tho soven belongs to 11 library,
Ono hasn't, road any book at all Tho
others havo read ono or two, Only 0110
reads a nowspapor. Two are in bed
from 0 to 6, one from Hi to 6:so,
ono from 8 to 0:30, ono from It to 0, 0110
from 10 to 5 and one from 0 to 4:3ii, Not
one of them has therefore an iidaquato
amount of rest.

One of the most interesting things to
be shown in tho exhibit is n collodion of
social maps of six solectfld districts of
tho city. They give tho location of all
tho amusements und the social and educa-
tional facilities. For instance, ono nf
theso maps, covering a district which
han nine miles of street, a population

v X'1

of 35.000 and a school registration of
5,342 Is shown to have:

Saloons Its
I Hotels K
' Candy .Shops. ... T,

llestaurants M
Stables 47

I'actnrlcs... , M
Pawn Shops... :
Theatres 1

i Meeting H Alls i
. Pool llooms 1

Dsnce 1U1U... 2

(las Tanks 3
Churches.. la
neneviilrnt Institu-

tions 3
Parochial Schools A

I'ulillc Schools fl

Public Libraries 1

Settlements , ,2
Vacant Lots 1

Tho ono vacant lot in this town of
3!i,oK) inhabitants may scorn nn unim-
portant Item, but when a person realizes
thai this one lot constitutes tho solo
space, usldo from tho streets and tho
roofs, whore over flvo thousand children
can play, it looms pretty big, or rather it
appears inllniteslmnlly small. Tho tlmo
was when Now York had n considerable
area not occupied by buildings. Hut tho
Child Welfare Exhibit lias got tin a va-

cant lot map which while encouraging
to real estato speculators is a pretty
dismal document from tho children's
point of view.

It is not surprising, though it may be
i

saddening enough, that more children i

are arrested merely for playing than for
any actual misdemeanor. The offenco
which gets most of tho hoys into tho I
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WORK HOME.

clutches of tho law is playing ball. Next
comes tho olTenco of playing tip cat.

Tho district nbovo referred to with its
III) saloons hasn't ono singln solitary
playground. It will bo noticed, however,
that it has soventy-eigh- t candy shops,
which somehow appears to bo a rather
abnormal proportion. Strange as it may
seem to people unfamiliar with conditions
in New York thoso congested districts
are broken out with candy shops as
thickly as a child with a good caso of
measles,

Theso candy shops aro a vital factor,
morally us well ns physically, in the
child life of tho districts whero they so
abound, Thoy havo como to bo a sort of
club frequented by both boys and girls.
For tho first tlmo nn adequato study
has been iniide of them nnd the results
will bo shown at noxt week's exhibition.

Ono of tho worst features of somo of
them is being fought by law, that is tho
back room whero girls and boys havo
been in tho habit of' mooting. Hut many
of them Htlll depend for their existence
on I ho salo of unwholesome candy nnd of
equally unwholesome dltno novels and
picture postcurds. Tho child crowded
oil' tho streot und forced to substitute
"standing around" for good healthy play
finds tlie candy shop an alluring place
in which to do that standing around. As
one of tho ohlld welfare investigators
put it, "It's loliypops against baseballs."

Another resource of tho city child Is
the moving picture shows, These have
been mndo tho subject of a careful investi-
gation in connection with tho coir In

.. .....

eHhv

exhibit. Probably more than half these
film shows aro dependent on the patron-
age of children.

The cheap theatres too draw almost
25 per cent, of tholr audiences from the
boys and girls. Out of 1,400.000 persons
attending theso cheap theatre every
week In wlntor 250,000 are ohildren. The
high prlcod theatros reach so email a
proportion of young folks under 10 that
tho pcrcentago is negligible. Vaudoville
houses attract nioro and tho burlesque
houses, whose ontertainmont is classed
by tho commltteo as "most undesirable,"
roach a largo number, especially of boys.

An Investigation of dance halls and
tholr Influence on tho children roveals
anothor problom. The dancing acade-
mies of Manhattan teach annually 100,000
pupils, of whom 45 per cont. are tindor 10

and 00 per cent, aro undor 21. Half of
these academies are rated as undesirable
places for young women.

Danco halls where public, dancing is
carried on without Instruction have an
attendance of between four and five
millions u year, and fully two-thir- of
theso placos are rated as undesirable.
Almost all tho settlements provide dancing
classes, which invariably are crowded
and which aro about as adoquato when it
comes tosatisiylngthenpparontly insatia- -

OF ONE BABY.

bio desire of New York young folks to
dance as the famous broom of Mrs. Par-
tington was equal to sweeping back the
tide.

Perhaps less picturesque than the show-
ing made of the street lifo of New York
children, but quite as vital ondinteresting,
is tho work of the commltteo on homes,
In addition to pictures of actual home
conditions tho committee will have a
model three room fiat furnished at a cost
of tlm. There will lo a child's room and
also a family living room arranged with a
view to giving tho child in a city apart-
ment somo provision for comfort and
pleasure.

Hero it may be explained that the
exhibit does not deal solely with condi-
tions surrounding tho children of the
poor. Well to do fathers and mothers,
even tho very rich themselves, know that
tho problem of bringing up children in
Now York is bigger tlmn their income,
no matter how swollen that may lo. In
their attempt to solve that problem thoy
will find plenty to interest them and not
a little to help them in this exhibition.

In tho model rooms thero will bo demon
strators to show how music, books, pic
tures, nature study and play may bo made
n part of every family's life. The subjects
of proper food and clothing will be made
practical and attractive by the use of
actual materials. Model garments ,for
children, of all ages have been made.
Tho pjaces where good materials can lo
nougni at reasonauio prices nave been
listed. A toyshop tilled withtoysnpprovod
by experts will show the educational value
of properly selected playthings. Thore
will bo a demonstration of how children

in bo taught to moke their own toys.
Ono room will bo furnished exclusively

with box rurniture; that is, with chairs,
table, desk and so on, "all made from
boxes. Thoro will be a continual round
of demonstrations of cooking, with spe-
cial regard to foods for children. Many
of the demonstrators in the various de-
partments are collego women graduates
who liavo volunteored to help simply
because they havo been so impressed with
the Importance of the things to be shown,

Tho commltteeon librariesand museums
will reproduce an actual library for chil-
dren and will show the books to be chosen.
A librarian will be there to explain how to
induce children to read good books. The
work of tho various city rauesums In the
education of New York children will be
shown.

It is rather Interesting, by the way, to
know that the Sunday attendance at the
museums is overwhelmingly larger than
that on week days. While the museums
aro open on Sundays only one-tent- h the
total number of hours they ore open on
tho six other days, tho attendance on Sun-
day is one-thir- d tho total for tho six
week days.

Tho committee on schools will cover
tho wholo notwork of education, not
only what tho Hoard of Education is
doing in the public schools but the work
of trodo schools and other independent
organizations. There will be moving
pictures us won as actual classes of
children engaged in shop work, klndor- -
garten inothods and so forth. Some of
tho educational activities will bo covered
ny tno comrrittoo on settlements. In
fact, as tho settlements affect every side
or cnua mo in tne emms, their exhibit
will bo almost more'eomprehensive than
that of any other committee.

The committee on , associations and
clubs, with an astonlshlnK lot of facts
about boy We. from tho..dolags of tho
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street gang to that of the Sunday school
class or tho Junior Y. M. C. A., is loaded
with telling material. It is this com-rritt-

which will provide the programme
for tho boys' club day.

Tho commltteo on churches, temples
and Sunday schools will cover the relig-
ious Influences affecting children. These
influences do not appear to havo got n ,

compelling grip on a very big proportion
of them inasmuch ns out of 1,000,000 chil-

dren in New York only 350,000 attend any
kind of Sunday school, Protestant, Cntho-- 1

lie or Jewish.
The, committee on laws and adminis-

tration will show the workings of the
children's court in this city nnd in
other cities as well, Tho New Yoik
Children's Court has had to tjike a lot of
criticism, which has included not only
tho building in which it is held but the
Judges who sit on its bench. Tho injustice
of much of this criticWm is apparent
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from tho facts which the committeo will
present. The Now York court deals
with four times as many cases as tho othor
courts average, while its appropriation
Is only a fraction of what others rnrnlvn
In Chicago, for instance, tho oppropria-- 1

tion figures out at 30 a child dealt with !

by tho Juvenile Court. In Now York is
Is $8 a child. ,

Tho comtiilttee on work and wnees
has covered tho subject of child labor
conditions in factories, street trades
and tenement home work. Tho law is
supposed to regulate tho problem,! but.
tho investigators havo found that It is I

systematically ovaded, especially in tho
homes whoro many children work, ns
their own statements show, much of the
time that they aro out. of school.

Tho committoe on health will show
practical methods of reducing the 10.000
Infant deaths a year in Now York city,
how to help the 70 per cent, of publlo
school children who have physical de-
fects, how to deal with tho problem of
pure milk supply, how to prevent tuber
culosis among children and so on. Tho
commltteo on public and privato phi- -
lantnropy win lane up gucli work as
the care of special classes of children, such
as the feeble minded, opiloptlc, crippled,
blind and doaf.

One of tho most Int orest ing t hlngs about
the undertaking is the way it has grown
out of a small beginning. Two years
ago a young minister called upa Y.m! O.A.
secretary and asked him to luncheon.
The Invitation was accepted, but when
the two started out together tho minister
instead of going to somo nearby restaur-
ant 'headed for the downtown financial
district.

"Whero are you going?" demanded tho
secretary.

"Well, I want you to meot a young law-
yer, a friend of mlno. The fact is, ho
wants to talk with you about getting up
a Sunday school exhibit."

Well, we might as well Btop right here,"
said the secretary. "I've no tlmo to get
up a Sunday school exhibit and my own
work Is hlgger than any Sunday school."

But the 'minister prevailed uu bim to

go on to luncheon anyway. And the
lawyer, who was a wideawake young
politician with an unexpected Sunday-schoo- l

quirk In his makeup got them both
interested in tho subject of showing up
what was being dono with and for the
city child. They decided to branch out
a littlo from the original Sunday school
idea. Hut nil tho sumo thoy planned to
have their nice little exhibition in April,
1009.

Tho secretary finally got three months
leave of absence. Thou ho got a year's
leave. And all tho time the thing grew
bigger and broader. Mora men and
women becamo interested. Tho money
for a thorough investigation wui forth-comin-

John I). Rockefeller nnd tho
Sago Foundation agreed to meet 20 pr
cent of tho total expenses.

As tho-- expenses have been something
like $70,000, their assistance has been very
material. The members of tho various
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committees have shown tho depth of their
enthusiasm by contributing about $18,ono
to tho budget. Tho rest has como by
voluntary contribution from men and
women who have realized that a big thing
was being done.

Tiiat is tho phraso everybody uses in
regard to it. "a big thing." And the phrase
seems to havo been earned by the results
of two years of hard work. As a result
of thoso two years labor an absolutely
comprehensive picture of New York child
lifo can bo studied by visitors to the
armory.

Tho exhibit Is planned with a view to
arousing and Informing publlo and pri-

vate sentiment and with the hope that
it will lend to tho following definite re-

sults: tho use of school ns social cen-
tres, more playgrounds, reserved streets
whero children may play without danger
from trallio (in ten months 07 children
were killed nnd 106 seriously Injured by
wheeled traffic In Now York streets,
automobiles being responsible for roct
of theso accidents), more libraries, be-
tter adaptation of tho school system to
tho real needs of the children, more set-

tlements, clubt. recrea-
tion centres, socially muaged dam
halls and picture shows, a more intelli-
gent homo lifo, reduction of Infant mor-

tality nnd diseases, larger tiso of the re-

sources of the various churches nnd
temples, probation and physical examina-
tion in the Juvenllo Court, rural cottape
institutions for children, placing out in-

stead of Institutional care for chlldie"
nnd better enforcement of luws for the
protection of children.

This sounds like u prettv big order
in tho way of resulla hoped for. Hut tr
exhibit is n pretty big thing Itself.

so, not) Tons of liutch i'hrcic.
Krorn Daily Cowtular and Trade Rciort

The production of cheese in Holland is a

largo Industry. Tho lutost figures tho.
Its annual product ion to amount to 178,000.-00- 0

pounds, of which two-thir- are ex-
ported, In addition to tho purity mark
the cheese will bo marked to show where
and when It was mado and stampod or
labclK.nl. ii
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